580                        MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE*

Period IV. audience, which having, as The faid, lafted above two hours, folely upon this
. ag-aj^ js too jong to repeate jjut the fubftance of it was, that the king of Spain
had only ordered him to declare to me, that he would ftill wait three months
beyond that of January, the time laft infifted upon for the reftitution of that
place, but that from himfelf, and in the greateft confideoce> he could pofitively
affure me, that the king of Spain would certainly never break with his majefty
upon the affair of Gibraltar. His reafons for it were, that upon alking the king
of Spain what he would do in cafe Gibraltar was not returned within the three
months laft limited, he anfwered, that he would then give three more, and after
thata three more* &c. and upon being ftrongly preffed to declare his inten-
tions, in cafe of its never being reftored at all, he, tho* with much repugnance
and difficulty, brought him to promife pofitively not to break with his ma-
jefty upon that account^ but at the fame time, charged him (Ripperda) not to
let me know any thing of what had thus paffed*between them, nor make any
other declaration to me, than that of the three months,* adding, that if his in-
tentions were once known in England, he fhould afterwards defpair of any
fuccefs* This Ripperda told me, I might* in the greateft confidence, acquaint
your lordfliip withall, and defired, at the fame time, you would pleafe to beg
his majefty would be affured of the -truth of what he had advanced to me*
and that he anfwered and engaged his life for the bringing the king of Spain, in
a fhort time, to confent to the declaration propofed by me as above* In fhort3
my lord, 'tis abfolutely irapoffible in nature, for any one to make fairer pro*.
mifes, or ftronger proteftations of zeal and good will* but with what fince-
rity, feems doubtfulL Before I leave this bufinefs, I fhould mention his hav-*
ing often repeated to me the emperor's declaration to him upon his leaving
Viennaj viz. that in cafe the king of Spain defired it, he would renew his in-
ftances* in the ftrongeft manner, to his icnajefty for the reftitution of Gibraltar,
and if thofe fhould prove ineffeftual, and his catholick majefty thought fit to
declare war upon that account, he* the emperor* would affift him in it, with his
whole force.                                                                                           k-

As to the affair of Oftend, he faid he fhou'd be glad to treat with me upon
it, and did not doubt but we fhoiild find fome expedient for the accorar
mpdating that matter to the fatisfaQion of his majefty and the ftates gemeraL
He told me, that the king of Spain had already, by his advice, offered to the
Dutch his mediation betwixt them and the emperor, by a letter from fignior
OrendaynJ of the day before^ to their ambaffador here* of which the inclofed is a ipaking                    fameord mayor of London. He repxefented the city
